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Short title

In te r­
pretation

29*of 1965

Establishm ent 
o f the Force

A ppointm ent 
of officers

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
LOCAL POLICE FORCE: TO PROVIDE FOR THE AP­
POINTMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF OFFICERS OF SUCH 
FORCE: TO SET OUT THE POWERS OF SUCH OFFICERS 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR ALL MATTERS INCIDENTAL TO 
THE ESTABLISHMENT, CONTROL AND ADMINISTRA­
TION OF SUCH FORCE 
Date o f Assent: 26.4.1972.
Date o f Commencement: 19.5.1972.
E N A C T E D  by the Parliam ent of Botswana.

1. T his A ct m ay be cited as the Local Police Act, 1972.
2. In  this Act, except where the context otherwise requires -

' 'C h ie f ’ m eans a C hief o f  one o f the tribes and  includes any Regent 
thereof and  a tribal authority  appointed under section 9 of the 
C hieftainship Law ;

“ Force” m eans the Local Police Force established by section 3; 
“ M inister”  m eans the M inister of Local G overnm ent and L ands; 
“ officer” m eans an  officer of the Force;
"su b -ch ie f’ m eans a sub-chief recognised as such under section 22 

of the Chieftainship Law.
3. (1) T here  is hereby established a Force, to be known as the 

Local Police Force.
(2) T he num ber o f officers o f the Force appointed in any tribal 

area or tribal com m unity  area shall not exceed the num ber approved 
for such area by the P resident by notice in the G azette.

(3) T he M inister shall be in charge o f the Force.
(4) T he Force shall consist o f officers o f the ranks set forth in the 

First Schedule.
(5) An officer of the Force shall be a peace officer for the purposes 

of the w ritten laws of Botswana.
4. (1) In  every tribal area and tribal com m unity area there 

shall be a com m ittee consisting o f the D istrict Com missioner, who 
shall be cha irm an , a m em ber, appoin ted  by the M inister, o f the 
local d istrict council and  the C hief or sub-chief o f such area as the 
case m ay be w hich shall, subject to the provisions of section 3 (2), 
appo in t suitable persons as officers in such area and who shall be 
responsible for prom otions in the Force.



(2) A certificate o f  appo in tm en t in the form set ou t in the 
Second Schedule shall, subject to the provisions o f subsection (3), 
be signed by the D istrict Com m issioner w ithin whose ju risdiction 
such area is and  issued to every officer appo in ted  and  shall, until 
the con trary  is proved, be prima facie evidence o f his appo in tm ent 
under this Act.

(3) No certificate shall be issued unless and until the officer has 
m ade and  signed a declaration  before the D istrict Com m issioner in 
the form set out in the T h ird  Schedule.

5. T he Force shall be em ployed in Botswana for the perform ance 
of the duties set ou t in this Act.

6. T he C hief o r sub-chief of  any area w ithin w hich officers 
have been appoin ted  shall adm inister the Force in his area subject 
to the general or special directions of the M inister.

7. An officer shall carry  out the duties im posed upon him by 
this Act w ithin the area to which he is appo in ted :

Provided th a t -
(i) w ith the consent o f the C h ief or sub-chief o f ano th er area, 

he shall execute such duties in such o ther a rea ;

(ii) he m ay, w ithout any consent, en ter any adjoining area 
for the purpose of exercising the powers o f arrest 
exercisable by him  by v irtue o f being a peace officer o r  of 
protecting life or property.

8. Every officer shall -
(a) when called upon by any C hief or sub-chief, assist him  in 

the exercise o f his lawful d u tie s ;
(b) obey and execute p rom ptly  all orders and  w arran ts lawfully 

issued to him  by any com petent au tho rity ;
(c) preserve the public peace, prevent the commission of 

offences and  apprehend  all persons in respect of whom  he 
holds a valid w arran t of arrest;

(d) undergo such tra in ing  as m ay be ordered by the M inister;
(ej act as messenger in any m atte r connected w ith tribal ad ­

m inistration, custom ary courts or the public service;
( f )  assist any district council in carrying ou t its lawful functions 

when called upon to do so:
Provided tha t the M inister m ay direct th a t a district 

council and  a C hief or sub-chief shall not have pow er to call
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upon officers to assist it or him  or m ay only call upon officers 
to assist it or him  for specified purposes.

9. T he Force shall a t all times co-operate w ith the Botswana 
Police and shall, if the President so directs in w riting, be subject to 
the orders of the Com missioner of Police.

10. An officer m ay lay any inform ation or com plaint before any 
custom ary court and m ay make application to such court for a 
summons, w arran t or o ther legal process.

11. (1) An officer m ay stop, search and detain any vehicle or 
vessel which he has reasonable cause to suspect is being em ployed 
in the commission of or to facilitate the commission of, an offence.

(2) Any person who fails to obey a reasonable signal given by an 
officer in uniform  requiring him  to stop any vehicle or vessel shall 
be guilty of an offence and  liable to im prisonm ent for six m onths, 
and  an officer m ay arrest such person w ithout w arran t unless he 
gives his nam e and address and  otherw ise satisfies such officer that 
he will duly answer any sum m ons or o ther proceedings which m ay 
issue or be taken against him.

(3) No person shall be entitled to dam ages or com pensation for 
any loss or dam age suffered by him  by reason o f action taken in 
pursuance of this section.

12. (1) An office r in uniform  m ay stop and detain any person 
whom he -

(a) sees doing any act or th in g ;
(b) sees in possession of any th ing; or
(c) suspects o f doing any act or thing or o f being in possession of 

any thing,
for which a licence, perm it or certificate is required  under any 
w ritten  law and m ay require  such person to produce such licence, 
perm it or certificate.

V
(2) Any person who fails to produce such licence, perm it or 

certificate when called upon by an officer so to do m ay be arrested 
w ithout a w arran t unless he gives his nam e and address and o th er­
wise satisfies such officer th a t he will duly answer any sum m ons or 
o ther proceedings which m ay issue or be taken against him.

13. (I) A C hief or sub-chief m ay, if  he considers it necessary 
so to do for the m aintenance and  preservation o f law and order o r for 
the prevention or detection o f any offence, o rder an officer to erect or 
place barriers in or across any road or street or in any public place.



(2) Any officer in uniform  m ay take all reasonable steps to 
prevent any vehicle from being driven past any such b arrier and 
any driver who fails to com ply w ith any  reasonable signal given 
by an officer in uniform  requ iring  him  to stop such vehicle before 
any such b arrier shall be guilty o f an  offence and  liable to im prison­
m ent for twelve m onths and to a fine of R 100.

(3) No officer shall be liable for any loss or dam age resulting to 
any vehicle or for any in jury  to any occupan t o f any such vehicle as 
the result of the driver o f such vehicle failing to obey any officer 
acting under the provisions of subsection (2).

14. Every officer shall take charge of all unclaim ed property  
handed to him  by any person or found by him  to be unclaim ed and 
shall deliver such property  w ithout delay to the nearest police station.

15. (1) W here the defence to any suit against an officer is tha t 
the act com plained o f was done in obedience to a w arran t pu rpo rting  
to be issued by a custom ary court, the court shall, upon production 
of the w arran t, accept such w arran t as prima facie evidence of the 
due m aking thereof and , upon p roof th a t the act com plained of was 
done in obedience to such w arran t, en ter ju d g m en t in favour o f such 
officer.

(2) No proof of the signature upon such w arran t shall be 
required unless the court has reason to doub t its genuineness, and, 
where such signature is proved not to be genuine, the coui i shall 
nevertheless en ter ju d g m en t in favour of the officer if it is satisfied 
that, at the time o f the act com plained of, such officer believed, on 
reasonable grounds, th a t the signature was genuine.

16. No salary or o ther allow ance paid to any officer shall be 
liable to be a ttached , sequestrated or levied upon, tor or in respect 
of any debt or claim  for m oney borrow ed by him or any goods 
supplied to him  o r to  any person on his b eh a lf while such officer is a 
m em ber of the Force.

17. Any person who assaults, resists or wilfully obstructs any 
officer in the due execution o f his du ty  or any person acting  in aid  of 
such officer shall be guilty  of an  offence and  liable to im prisonm ent 
for five years.

18. (1) A ny officer who wilfully disobeys any lawful o rder or 
w arran t or who is guilty  o f any  ac t or conduct to the prejudice o f good 

order o r discipline shall be liable to be punished by a  com m ittee 
established under section 4 by
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(a) rep rim and ;
(b) fine not exceeding the equivalent of seven days’ pay;
( c) stoppage of salary increm ents;
(d) reduction in ra n k ; or
(e) dismissal from the Force,

or by any com bination of such punishm ents:
Provided th a t any sentence o f dismissal from the Force shall be 

subject to confirm ation by the M inister.
(2) A com m itte aw arding any punishm ent inflicted upon an 

officer under the provisions o f this section shall en ter a record o f such 
punishm ent, the date thereof and the offence for w hich it was 
inflicted on the record sheet of such local police officer.

(3) All fines im posed by a com m ittee under the provisions of 
this section shall be recoverable by m onthly deductions from the 
pay due and  thereafter becom ing due to the officer.

(4) T he am oun t of such deduction in respect o f any fine shall, 
subject to any  general o r special directions by the M inister, lie in the 
discretion o f the com m ittee im posing the fine, bu t w henever more 
than  one o rder for deduction from an officer’s salary is in force, so 
m uch only o f  his salary m ay be deducted as shall leave such officer 
no t less than  two-thirds o f his salary.

19. T he M inister m ay m ake Rules for the better carrying into 
effect o f the provisions o f this Act.

20. T he M inister m ay issue standing orders for the general 
control, d irection and adm inistration o f the Force.



F IR S T  SC H E D U L E

Sergeant
C orporal
Constable

SE C O N D  S C H E D U L E  
Certificate of A ppoin tm ent of an Officer of 

the Local Police Force

IN  E X E R C IS E  of the powers conferred by section 4 o f the Local

Police Act, 1972, ..............................................................................................

has been appoin ted  to be an  officer of the Local Police for the

..........................................................................tribal a rea /trib a l com m unity

area and the s a id .......................................................................  has m ade
before me the declaration  required  by section 4 (3) of the Act. 

D ated  this day of 19

District Commissioner 

District.

T H IR D  SC H E D U L E

I , ............................................................ , do swear/affirm  that I will
well and  tru ly  serve the R epublic and President o f  Botswana as a 
m em ber of the Local Police Force and tha t I will tru ly  and  faithfully 
obey all lawful com m ands given to me for the preservation of peace 
and the prevention of crime and the apprehension of offenders 
against peace in  all respects to the best o f my skill and  knowledge 
discharging all duties of the said office according to law.

So H elp Me God.*
(* Delete as appropriate)

Passed by the N ational Assembly this day, the 30th M arch , 1972.

G .T . M a t e n g e ,
Clerk o f the National Assembly.



C E R T IF IC A T E
I, A lbert Alfred F rank  Lock, Speaker of the N ational Assembly 

hereby certify th a t the N ational Assembly did not proceed on the 
Local Police Bill, 1972, until a copy had  been referred to the House 
o f Chiefs after the Bill had  been in troduced  in the N ational Assembly 
and  a period o f 30 days elapsed from the tim e w hen the Bill was 
referred to the House of Chiefs before the N ational Assembly 
proceeded on the Bill.

A .A .F. L o c k .


